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Ethics and Race in Health Care
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(HAAC)

The following discussion questions are provided as an additional educational tool to accompany this fireside

chat video. Please feel free to select the questions that are most relevant to your committee or group, revise

and adapt them as needed, etc. As always, we welcome feedback on this or any other NSHEN resource.

Questions:

What stood out to you the most in this interview? Why?
Sharon gives some examples of how people of African descent have been negatively and specifically
affected by interactions and relationships within health care. For example, she describes how people of
African descent have not been included in health promotion efforts, funding priorities or health
professional education programs.

o Can you think of other examples that show how race affects patients’ and communities’

experience of health care?

o Can you think of other examples that show how race affects health outcomes?
Sharon describes how people of African descent have been excluded from discussions around health
care priorities and health care policies. She talks about the need for an equitable approach rather than
an equality approach. Discuss the difference between the two:

o What might an equitable approach that appropriately acknowledged diversity look like in

practice?

What can health care providers do to name and address overt racism when they encounter it in
practice?
How can health care providers work to identify and address the way systemic racism affects health
care?
How might individual health care providers contribute to promote awareness of the ways that race
matters in health care?
What are the ethical obligations of health care organizations with regards to addressing race and racism
in health care?
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