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1 Adapted from publisher’s summary.  
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2 “A gene patent is the exclusive rights to a specific sequence of DNA (a gene) given by a government to the 
individual, organization, or corporation who claims to have first identified the gene. Once granted a gene patent, 
the holder of the patent dictates how the gene can be used, in both commercial settings, such as clinical genetic 
testing, and in noncommercial settings, including research, for 20 years from the date of the patent. Gene patents 
have often resulted in companies having sole ownership of genetic testing for patented genes.” (Source: Can 
Genes be patented? NIH U.S. National Library of Medicine https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/primer/testing/genepatents). 

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/primer/testing/genepatents
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