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Ethics in Pharmacy 
Craig Connolly, Pharmacy Manager, Halifax NS

The following discussion questions are provided as an additional educational tool to accompany this fireside chat video. Please feel free to select the questions that are most relevant to your committee or group, revise and adapt them as needed, etc. As always, we welcome feedback on this or any other NSHEN resource.  

Questions:
· Have you experienced situations where the ethical obligations towards a client were in potential conflict with other obligations associated with good professional practice within your profession? 
· If yes, why do you think this happened? 
· If no, try to identify situations in health care where this could happen.
· Reflect on the example used to illustrate ethical dilemmas in pharmacy around distribution of scarce resources. How you would you distribute a scarce number of EpiPens and what is the ethical reasoning for your decision? 
· In your opinion, what defines a good therapeutic relationship between a community pharmacist and a client? 
· The cost of drugs or inability to pay is a concern for many patients. What role should pharmacists take in addressing this problem?  
· Pharmacists have the ability to conscientiously object to the provision of drugs prescribed for Medical Assistance in Dying. How might this influence patients access to MAiD in a province like Nova Scotia?
· Craig Connolly mentions that pharmacists may find themselves in a position where they can defer to the physician as the decision maker when faced with difficult situations or ethical dilemmas. Discuss pharmacists’ role on the health care team. What are some of the different ways that a community pharmacist may contribute to shedding light on or identifying ethical concerns around patient care? 
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Some articles require access with an institutional login. If you need assistance in accessing an article please email NSHEN administrator Krista Mleczko-Skerry at Krista.MleczkoSkerry@iwk.nshealth.ca 
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